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A-64  FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  APPLES 


ARGENTINE  MARKET  FOR  AMERICAN  APPLES 

Exports  of  apples  from  the  United  States  to  Argentina  during 
the  1925-26  season, "  August  1  to  July  31,  totaled  96 s 739  "barrels  and 
156,396  boxes  as  against  52,722  barrels  and  105,476  boxes  during  the 
corresponding  period  last  year.    Most  of  the  American  apples  imrjorted^ 
into  Argentina  are  consumed  in  the  large  ooastal  cities  but  a  demand  is 
developing  for  them  in  the  interior  markets  particularly  for  barreled 
varieties  which  are  cheaper. 

Quantitative  statistics  are  not  available  on  the  Argentine  imports 
of  apples  but  the  United  States  is  by  far  the  most  important  source  cf 
supply  followed  by  Chile  and  New  Zealand.    Relatively  little  New  Zealand 
fruit  was  imported  into  Argentina  during  1925.    A  Presidential  decree 
issued  early  in  1924  prohibited  the  importation  of  New  Zealand  apples 
entirely  on  account  cf  the  belief  that  fruit  from  that  country  might  bring 
in  the  MfcAi  t  s  rr  ane an  fruit  fly.    A  later  decree,  however,  postponed  the 
matter  until  fcne  return  of  two  entomologists  of  the  Argentine  Department 
of  Agriculture  who  are  investigating  the  apple  industry  in  New  Zealand. 

The  United  States  offers  by  far  the  highest  quality  aovle  sold  on 
the  Argentine  market,  according  to  Mr.  Brice  M.  Mace,  formerly  American 
Trade  Commissioner  at  Buenos  Aires.     The  main  season  for  American  apples 
in  Argentina  runs  from  the  last  half  of  October  to  the  middle  of  the  follow- 
ing  February,     All  of  the  fruit  is  shipped  under  refrigeration  the  sea 
voyage  taking  IS  days.     There  are  no  import  duties  to  pay  but  the  fruit  is 
subjected  to  strict  sanitary  inspection. 

The  most  pcuular  American  boxed  apples  in  the  Argentine  market  are 
the  Delicious,  Uinesao,  Spitzenberg  and  Jonathan.     About  90  per  cent  of  the 
American  apples  imported  in  boxes  are  Delicious.     Sizes  range  from  88  to 
138  to  the  box  but  100  to  125  are  the  most  popular  box  sizes  for  the 
Aigentine  trade.     The  average  wholesale  price  per  box  during  the  cast 
season  was  approximately    $7.00  to  ^8.50  per  box  according  to  Mr.  Mace, 
Most  of  the  American  apples  sold  in  Argentina  during  1925  yielded  a  profit 
of  25  to  30  per  cent  to  importers. 

The  principal  barreled  American  apples  sold  in  Argentina  are  the 
Ben  Davis,  Gravenstein,  Rome  Beauties  and  Ganos.     The  preferred  sizes  are 
2^  to  2\,     Other  sizes  are  rarely  seer  in  barreled  varieties.  Barreled 
Ben  Davis  found  a  ready  sale  at  prices  ranging  from  $8.30  to  310.35  per 
barrel  last  year.    Argentina  will  probably  continue  to  import  increasing 
quantities  of  American  apples  as  domestic  production  will  not  be  much  of 
a  factor  until  the  country  begins  to  turn  from  extensive  to  intensive  agri- 
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culture,  says  Mr.  Mace.     The  following  tables  give  the  export  of  apples 
from  the  United  States  to  Argentina  by  months  from  January  1,  1924  to 
July  31,  1926,  and  exports  to  the  other  principal  Latin  American  countries 
during  the  -oast  two  years . 


APPLES 


Exports  from  the  United  States  to  Argentina,  1924-26 
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Total...  ! 
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48,973  '• 
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99,149' 
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Source;  Compiled  from  Monthly  Summary  of  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the 
United  States. 


UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  apples  to  certain  Latin  American  countries 

calendar  years 
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Source:     Compiled  from  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States 
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